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Ph.D. The Pennsylvania State University, Sociology, August 2008
M.A. The Pennsylvania State University, Sociology, May 2005
B.A. Trinity University, magna cum laude, Sociology and Religion, May 2003

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS

2020-Current Associate Professor, West Virginia University

2015-2020 Assistant Professor, West Virginia University

2010- 2015 Adjunct Assistant Professor, St. John’s University (MN)
2008-2010 Senior Research Assistant, Penn State University, University Park
RESEARCH INTERESTS

Religion and science, Religious discrimination and victimization, Religious organizations,
Religion and sexuality; Non-religion and atheism

TEACHING INTERESTS

Data Analysis and Social Statistics, Research Methods, Sociology of Religion, Wealth and
Poverty

EXTERNAL FUNDING

2022-2025 John Templeton Foundation. $233,060 — Co-Principal Investigator (with Katie E.
Corcoran) for “Measuring and Assessing Multiple Religious Identities,
Affiliations, and Congregational Memberships.”

2022-2024 Explaining Atheism Programme. $81,887 — Co-Principal Investigator (with Katie
E. Corcoran) for “Social Location and Predictors of Adopting an Atheistic
Worldview in the United States.”

2020-2023 Sociology of Science and Religion: Identity and Belief Formation Funding
Initiative. $167,797 — Principal Investigator (with Katie E. Corcoran) for
“Religion, Science, and the Enchanted Worldview.”

2018-2021 National Science Foundation. $162,254 — Principal Investigator for “Religion
and the Professional Development of Graduate Students in the Sciences.”

2018-2021 National Science Foundation. $250,000 — Principal Investigator (with Elaine
Howard Ecklund) for “Collaborative Research: Religion Related Bias
Victimization: Addressing a Blind-Spot.”
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2017-2018 Interfaith Diversity Experiences & Attitudes Longitudinal Survey Research
Award. $7,500 — Principal Investigator for “Examining the Worldview
Influences of Non-Religious Students.”

2014-2015 National Science Foundation. $299,369 — Principal Investigator (with Jeff
Ulmer) for “Collaborative Research: The Frequency and Patterns of Crime
Against Religious Congregations.”

2010-2013 National Science Foundation. $286,834 — Principal Investigator (with John
McCarthy) for “Nonprofit Religious Organizations and Entrepreneurialism.”

2009 Higher Education Research Institute Spirituality in Higher Education Research
Award. $10,000 — Principal Investigator for “Does a Science Education Reduce
Religiosity and\or Spirituality?”
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