The Need for Police Reform
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All Americans expect that the law enforcement > “Racial disparities in crime rates are perhaps the > Police reform aims to transform the values, > With all the information given, the law
system should be there to protect them and treat default explanation for any observed inequalities culture, policies and practices of police enforcement system has some holes to it. These
everyone they come across equally. Statistics in. For example, if police shootings occur at organizations so that police can perform their holes are formed by racial prejudice and excessive
over the years have shown that police are biased random during police Interactions and black duties with respect for democratic values, human use of force towards minorities. When these
and treat people of different races and gender Individuals are three times more likely to interact rights and the rule of law. (DCAF, 2019). groups retaliate, the pressure loams over the
accordingly to their own beliefs, but when all with police than white individuals because of a police officers and chaos continues. The use of
police go through the same employment process higher rate of involvement in violent crime we force Is supposed to take in consideration of the
and are taught the same things, this becomes are would expect black individuals to be three times other human being detained and treated like one.

> Police reform commonly aims to

> Achleve equal treatment and opportunities for
all in access to security and justice, with
police and judicial services protecting and

When police take that away, Issues arise. Police
reform must take action to fix the system that Is
broken. Police reform is essential to protect
citizens of minorities and change the view on

Issue within the system. The mass incarceration, as likely to be shot as whites.” (Kramer, 2018)
the amount of death by cop to the Black
community, racism, and excessive use of force
are all factors that should be In consideration to

. > Despite improvements, modern US police face promoting respect for human rights and the - -
help aCt't foggsm'?ethrefofm- For theb F)Iad(; many of the same race-based criticisms as in the rule of law E?elgfir?;(i:f to enforcing the law rather than
community, o of them in a survey believe . LT _ . -
that the amount of force used when In contact past. Recently, while officers killings of > Improve public awareness of policing through REFERENCES
. o . . unarmed black men and youth sparked the provision of balanced and relevant
with the police Is excessive versus 44% of whites J frati nd riots. (Eugene. 2018. b. 54- . . . . . .
pelieve the same thing. We find that officers emonstrations and riots. (Eugene, P lnf(_)r!‘n_atlon about police funding, expe_n_dlture, > DCAF - Geneva Centre for Security Sector Governance.
speak with consistently less respect toward Black 74) activities and results, as well as the legitimate (2019). Police Reform. SSR Backgrounder Series.
versus  white community members. Such roles and responsibilities of the police Geneva: DCAF.
disparities In common, everyday Interactions | _ _ _ > Kramer, R., & Remster, B. (2018). Stop, Frisk, and
between police and the communities serve that » Body Cam Case Study: New York, Missourt, > There are 2 core goals common to all police Assault? Racial Disparities in Police Use of Force
po“ce reform must be |mp||Cated Oth, South CarOIIna’ Maryland; ”IlﬂOlS, reform During Investigatory StOpS. Law & Society
Wisconsin, Louisiana, Oklahoma, North Review, 52(4), 960.

Carolina (Voigt, 2017). > Reforms might involve

INTRODUCTION _ > Voigt, Rob, et al. “Language from Police Body Camera
. > _Updatln_g legal frameworks to reﬂ?Ct Footage Shows Racial Disparities in Officer Respect.”

» The term, Use of Force is defined as “the amount International law standards or clarify roles PNAS, National Academy of Sciences, 20 June 2017,

of effort required by police to compel compliance > Michael Brown; Ferguson, Missouri (Buchanan, and mandates for law enforcement

by an unwilling subject.” 2018) » Changing budget procedures: parliaments > Buchanan, L. (2018, January 19). What Happened in

> George Floyd; Minneapolis, Minnesota (BBC, and finance ministries can change the way Ferguson? The New York Times Company.
2020) the police budget is allocated and hold the
s Poli F “aimic to t f h 1 . .. » BBC New_s. (2029, July 16). Georg_e F_ond: What
01CE TCIOTT ~alms 1O LHahStorm e VAILES, police accountable for efficient use of happened in the final moments of his life.
culture, policies and practices of police resources

organizations so that police can perform their
duties with respect for democratic values, human
rights and the rule of law. (DCAF, 2019)

> Raclal prejudice use of force is a mechanism to
Improve and make changes for police reform in
the law enforcement system.




