
Sexual Assault Cases

Sexual Assault is severely underreported according to the US Bureau of Justice Statistics (2010.) With television shows such 

as Law & Order: SVU, there is a misinterpretation of the processes of sexual assault cases in the Criminal Justice System. 

Even though this crime is underreported, it is more common than you think. In college alone, 1/5 women will be assaulted, and 

only 20% will report the assault. So, the main question is “Why?” To answer this, we have to gain empathy for the victim, and 

to understand the context of their life, daily routines, and socialization. 
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The Underreporting of Sexual Assault Cases 

Overview

• Investigations

• Place of assault

• Forensic exam (rape cases)

• Swabbing oral cavity, rectum, reproduction 

areas, etc

• Sentencings 

• Light Sentencing

• Time not fully served (released early)

• NO JUSTICE

The Processes

• Reasons for not reporting 

• #MeToo / #WhyIDidntReport

• Victim Blaming

• Examples of Cases: Michael Hill, Judge John F. 

Russo Jr.

Why Not Report?

• Ending Victim blaming

• #MeToo and #WhyIDidn’t Report

• Social media trends that support survivors and 

encourage victims to report their assault

• Justice to be served 

Future Directions

• Victim blaming

• “What’s the point?”

• The seriousness of the case

• Humility

• Did not want others to know

• They knew the offender/ did not want them to get 

in trouble

• Other reasons
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Examples of Cases

• Michael Hill (24) 

• Had sexual relations with a minor

• Sentenced 12 years to prison

• Only served 4 days due to clean criminal 

record

• Case was 

• Judge John F. Russo Jr. 

• Victim blamed in court in 2016 during court

• Was removed from the bench and owed a fee of 

$250,000

https://ocrsm.umd.edu/files/Why-Is-Sexual-Assault-Under-Reported.pdf

